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processes, an essential requirement, nothing must be neglected — nothing 
left to chance. 

The infection of scarlet fever is very insidious, very long lived, and 
only fairly resistant. It must be thoroughly reached in order to be 
destroyed, but it is believed that the application of any one of the 
methods given above, or any combination of the methods, will result in 
thorough destruction of the infection if care is exercised in discrim- 
inating as to the time when the disinfecting process is employed. This 
should not be before the desquamation of the patient is complete, and 
even after the desquamatory process is apparently completed, care should 
be exercised as to frequent bathing of the patient, and the application 
of the oily or greasy substances made mention of above. 

In this, as in all other processes connected with disinfection or pro- 
tection against infectious and contagious diseases, almost as much will 
depend upon the j udgment of the health officer or attending physician 
as upon the method. 

Smallpox in Buffalo, JV. T. 

Buffalo, N. Y., December 4, 1901. 
Sir: I have the honor to state for your information that the local 
health authorities report verbally that, since my last letter on the sub- 
ject, there have occurred 39 cases of variola, making in all 64 cases and 
2 deaths in connection with the recent outbreak in the eastern part of 
the city. The disease is of mild character, and the authorities are find- 
ing much difficulty in learning of cases, since parents are disposed to 
screen their children from the demands of isolation when ill, and con- 
tinue to send others that have been exposed to the public schools. It 
has become impossible to care for all cases in the isolation hospital, since 
the present building is so limited in capacity and so much out of repair. 
Isolation is, therefore, practiced so far as may be in the homes of the 
patients, or in tents placed upon the premises. Disinfection is freely 
practiced and vaccination stations have been opened at convenient loca- 
tions, which measures are expected to result in an early improvement 
of the situation. 

Eespectfully, Eugene Wasdin, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Tacoma, Wash. 

Tacoma, Wash., November 26, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report to you that since reporting to you on 
November 6, that this port was free from smallpox, there have been 4 
new cases in this city, all of which have come from outside places, viz, 
Sister of charity, November 19, from Oregon ; tramp, November 13, 
from Seattle, Wash.; tramp, November 21, irom Montana; laborer, 
November 23. from Seattle, Wash. There are several cases outside of 
city limits which are taken care of by the county authorities. All of 
the above cases are of the usual mild type. 

Eespectfully, T. J. Schug, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



